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Check out
www.elcma.org for a
NEW LINK to the Vol-
unteer Pages:
www.appalachianmissi
onopportunities.org

Here interested folks
can choose a location
to go for a week of
service within the Ap-
palachian Region.
Work sites from
across the thirteen
Appalachian states are
included listing their
siteds parti
acteristics. This pro-
Ject is a cooperative
effort with our Epis-
copalian and Method-
Ist partners in Appala-
chian
Ministry

MARK
YOUR
CALEDARS

ELCMA Appalachian Assé
bly Schedule:

*2010 NW PA Syno
April 2628
WE CELEBRATE 20 YEA
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*201WV/WMD Syno
May 0911
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*2012 US Synod
April 2325
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*2013 SC Synod
April 2224

BONDING GARDEN SITES BLOOMING
ACROSS APPALACHIA

ELCMA began the
Bonding Garden Project in
January 2009 with three
grants totaling $3300 from St.
Luke’s,-Freeland PA, St.
Luke’s-Buffalo WY and
Crooked Creek Cooperative
Lutheran Parish-Ford City
PA. Five sites have officially
joined in the project at Hope
LutheE.zu}7 %h};rgh—North

/ ar

Lima OH, McDowell Mis-
sion—Welch WV, Reynolds-
ville Area Food Pantry—
Reynoldsville PA, Hand Up
Foundation—Milton PA and
Dinkey Memorial Lutheran
Church—Ashfield, PA reach-
ing families with seniors and
children who do not have
enough food for the entire
month.

Participants are
taught to plant from seeds,
grow, harvest, prepare, pre-
serve and save seeds for the

next season. Food is grown
in containers like wading
pools which are readily avail-
able to avoid soil contamina-
tion, reduce the amount of
water needed, control weeds,
allow for the elevation of
garden for elderly and to fa-
cilitate areas whete there is
little space but gardens ate
needed. Research done by
Dr. Job Ebenezer, of Tech-
nology for the Poor found at
(www.technologyforthepoor.
com) was critical for the pro-
ject’s success. Dr. Ebenezer
generously contributed all his
information to this effort.

The ELCA just gave
ELCMA a grant to continue
the gardening project for one
more year reaching even
more people . Contact the
ELCMA office for more in-
formation.

Participant’s gardens
each have their own sign
at the Hope-Bonding Gar-
dens in North Lima OH

Wading pools are being
prepared for planting

Appalachian Concerns Task (ACTion) Groups Forming

ELCMA'’s Coordinator, Dory
Campbell, is calling on each
Appalachian Synod to form
ot re-energize an Appalachian
Concerns Task (ACTion)
Group to strengthen the min-
istry and network of
ELCMA. Each ACTion
Group would meet at least
three times per year. Their

focus would include: ad-
dressing Appalachian con-
cerns in an appropriate man-
ner, centering on prayet, be-
ing a conduit for information
to the synod and to ELCMA,
orientation of delegates for
the ELCMA Assembly, flag-
ging issues and sending advo-
cacy issues to the ELCMA

Staff, providing models of
ministry found within their
synod, & connecting
ELCMA to events and peo-
ple within the synod such as
creative congregations or
missions being developed.
Contact the ELCMA office
for help with this project or
for more information.
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We’re on the Web

Dr. Mary Hughes: Southern Ohio Synod

at Www.elcma.org Rev. Wayne Kaufman: NE PA Synod

Rev. Tom Quickel: Southeastern Synod
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ELCMA Staff:
Coordinator: Dory Campbell
Administrative Assistant: Kathy Stewart
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"Connecting and Equipping
God's People for Christ's
Mission in Appalachia"

ELCMAGs TWENTI ETH ANNI VERSARY

April 26-28, 2010 is
the ELCMA Annual Appala-
chian Assembly being held at

the Riverside Inn in Cambridge
Springs, PA and being hosted

be stored in a gallon mason jar
and “buried” on the ELCMA
library shelf until the thirtieth
anniversary.

This yeat’s theme is “Share the

Oi /] of G@Gahedadnesso
Psalm 45: 7 “you love right-

eousness and hate wickedness.

Therefore God, your God, has

You can also anticipate

The Rev. Dan May

Glenn Heasley Award
Recipients for 2009

The Rev. Larry

Hoover

by the NW PA Synod. Dele-
gates from sixteen Appalachian
ELCA Synods spanning thir-
teen states will converge next
spring for the event. Plans are
underway to make this a special
event, marking twenty years of
ministry for the organization.
Participants can expect many
special guests, some tributes,
and a montage of photos from
the past. A time capsule will be
put together from items
brought by delegates from each
of the synods. These items will

workshops on:

{ Music in the small church
without an organ/organist

{ Innovative and reinvented
ideas for the small and
growing church

1 Many faces of Appalachia

1 Mini-introduction on grant
writing

1 Bonding gardens updates
and sharing

anointed you with the oil of
gladness beyond your compan-
ions” - NRSV. Itis important
to note here that we will be
visiting Venango County which
was especially instrumental in
the exploration and develop-
ment of the petroleum (OIL)
industry.

Mark your calendars
and plan to join the fun. Check
www.elcma.org in January
2010 to register for the event.



